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Places of striking beauty are rarely easy
to get to, or in this case, get down.

the corners of the backyard ranges to find the gems. Those lines that rose to the highest lofts,
required the most skill, and demanded specific conditions usually held the highest levels of
respect,” reflects Erickson. “While the Y wouldn't be classified as the most technical, it does
have a striking beauty that can’t be denied and was one of the biggest lines to be ticked in
our area at an early time for North American backcountry skiing.”

Kris, a proud Montanan, is very connected to the Absaroka-Beartooth region. He’s been
skiing here since college, when he and the late Hans Saari skied big lines near Cooke City.
Since moving to Livingston in 2001 with his wife, Cloe, he’s made the Northern Absarokas his
playground of gnar. For Kris, who's skied Black more than a dozen times, the Absarokas act as
an ideal training ground for Himalayan expeditions.

We cut across to the apron of the Y. Steep switchbacks defeat our skins, so we load skis
onto packs and start booting. No crampons necessary. The chalky slab is firm, and we follow the
right side, then hang a left into the east fork. It’s really steep in here. | stop and look back; cross-
loading from the wind has sculpted parallel snakes streaking down a southeasterly snowfield.
Old wet slides ripped off another peak, and roller balls are frozen below rugged chutes.

Six hours after leaving the trailhead, we're standing on the summit. | look south and east
into an ocean of mountains, recognizing Emigrant Peak, the towering fortress of Mount Cowen,
and the Pyramid. The Beartooths’ broad, treeless plateaus stretch beyond, capped by the
remote 12,799-foot Granite Peak, the highest in Montana.

We strip skins for the trip down, then slide down low-angle, icy crust. Atop the east fork of
the Y, we stop and peer over the edge. One by one, we go over it. The snow is a mix of windbuff
and crust, slightly grabby. We're careful, knowing a ‘misstep is out of the question. When we
reach the apron, we relax into pow turns before finally running our skis to pick up speed over
the flats at the bottom that will take us back to the trailhead, and the truck, and beers. A true
Montana classic. &
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DETAILS,.DETAILS
Base/Summit Elevation: 5,659 feet/10,941 feet

Season and Conditions: April and May are typically best for consistent snowpack and ski conditions. This
area has severe avalanche terrain, exposing skiers for the majority of the approach, as well as the descent.

Gearneck: Standard backcountry equipment, map and compass, lightweight crampons and axe.
Getting There: Drive south from Livingston. Turn left at the cow. No, not that cow, the other one.

Camping: If you camp at the trailhead, look out for bears. Per Wilderness law, motorized vehicles and bikes
are not allowed beyond the trailhead.

Avalanche/Weather Forecast: There is no specific avalanche forecast site for this area, but the Gallatin
National Avalanche Center provides detailed forecasting for much of southwest'Montana. Mtavalanche.com



